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Letter from the President of the TCHA Board of Governors

Mission: To enrich the lives of Tippecanoe County residents and visitors by collecting, preserving, researching, and sharing our unique
and diverse history

What a fabulous year we have had! The 200%™ anniversary of the founding of Lafayette brought
a renewed emphasis on local history through many activities across the area. The Tippecanoe
County Historical Association was prominent in many of these events. We were able to utilize
our extensive collection of local artifacts and memorabilia to showcase our efforts to preserve
local history and give the public a glimpse into the breath of our archives.

The careful stewardship of our funds and the oversight of our budget and expenditures
continue to strengthen the financial health of our organization. We greatly appreciate and
acknowledge the generous financial support that so many of you have given us over the past
many years.

One of the highlights of the year for TCHA was the release of the book 200 Years of Tippecanoe County: A Community
Tells Its Stories. With stories written by over 70 volunteers from the community at large, this book delves into not only
the famous and well-known aspects of the development of the city and county but also includes articles about lesser
known characters and events that shaped our area.

One of the most VISIb|e aspects of the Association’s efforts during the bicentennial celebration was a touring collection

= ' of pop-up exhibit panels sponsored by the City of Lafayette. These panels were
booked throughout the year at various schools, community events, and public
locations. Our own curator, Kelly Lippie, was instrumental in putting these panels
together and shepherding them around the area.

As our attention now turns to the 200" anniversary of the establishment of
Tippecanoe County, we intend to reach out to the communities and institutions
throughout the rest of the area to continue our efforts to promote our collection
and preservation of local history.

In addition, we will continue to hold our traditional events, such as the annual
Feast of the Hunters’ Moon in the fall, the spring Maple Sugaring presentation at Fort Ouiatenon, the annual Battlefield
Commemoration and our very successful series of Taste of the Past dinners at the History Center. We are also planning
new events this year, so watch for our quarterly program announcements.

As always, | cannot say enough about our dedicated staff and volunteers. Claire, Kelly, Trey, Brooke, and Laura continue
to work tirelessly to serve our members and the public. Although we had to say goodbye to our retiring Research
Library Coordinator, Amy Harbor, we are happy to welcome Lucy Lugo into that role. An organization such as ours could
not continue without the literally thousands of hours that our volunteers contribute in serving our archives, library,
events, and facilities upkeep. We appreciate you more than you can ever know.

As | step down as your president at the end of my current term, | deeply appreciate the opportunity to serve our
Association and all the support you have given me over the last five years.

Sincerely,

Jefy Sctiwat

Jeff Schwab (jrs@purdue.edu)



Minutes for TCHA Annual Membership Meeting FOR
2:00 PM, February 1, 2025 APPROVAL

Meeting at the History Center

Board President Jeffrey Schwab welcomed over sixty (60) TCHA members and guests to the 2025 Annual Membership
Meeting held at the History Center. The meeting opened at 2:12 pm.

The Minutes of the February 3, 2024 Annual Meeting were presented and approved as written by voice vote after a
motion and second from [Linda S and Dave S] the membership.

Board President Jeff Schwab thanked Teays River for catering the meeting.

He then presented the President’s Report, highlighting the 200-year anniversary of the city of Lafayette and noting the
stand-up displays developed by Kelly Lippie on display in the lobby. He thanked the TCHA staff for their continued
professional work with our members, the public and TCHA committees and he asked that we stay tuned for news later in
the meeting about TCHA’s book celebrating 200 years of Lafayette and Tippecanoe County History.

President Schwab noted that TCHA offered a significant number of public programs in 2024 with good attendance.
He called attention to a successful, robust Feast of the Hunters’ Moon in 2024.
President Schwab took a moment to thank the Association’s staff for their dedication and hard work on behalf of TCHA.

And President Schwab thanked the Association’s many volunteers who keep TCHA open and active in the community.
He encouraged all TCHA members to join committees to support and move the Association’s mission forward.

The President’s Report was followed by the Treasurer’s Report and the Association’s financial report both presented as a
PowerPoint slide series by Treasurer Lorita Bill. (see attached).

Governor Bill reported that although expenditure on staff salaries and the costs associated with the Feast of the
Hunters’ Moon increased in 2024 TCHA ended 2024 with operating income of $15,000 (fifteen thousand dollars) which
puts the organization in a secure financial position for the coming year. She noted the Report is preliminary; the final
Report will be available later this year.

The Feast Committee will be reviewing the Feast admission price at least every three years. The admission price is not
expected to be increased in 2025; however, the admission price will be reviewed for the 2026 Feast.

A question from the members prompted the Treasurer to draw out attention to the “Donations” line item in the budget
presentation. The Report was then approved by voice vote.

Claire Eagle presented the Executive Director’s Report, summing up the Association’s work and initiatives during 2024.
Please see the attached Report, presented through PowerPoint at the meeting.

ED Eagle thanked the many volunteers who work with TCHA's staff at TCHA’s service locations including the Tippecanoe
Battlefield and the Alameda McCullough Library.

She noted the work of staff and volunteers to secure grants and sponsorships for TCHA maintenance, operations, and
programs.

Ms. Eagle continued to bring attention to the two-hundred-year Anniversary/Bicentennial book celebrating both
Lafayette and Tippecanoe County history, scheduled to be published by Purdue Press later this year. She thanked those
who have written articles, and who provided editing and reviews for the book.



She followed the Treasurer’s Report in heralding the success of 2024’s annual fund-raising campaign.

Ms. Eagle noted that engaging with members and residents about local history is a key part of TCHA’s mission and
activities. TCHA’s social media outreach continues to reach more people and the library’s offerings, response to and use
of Feast of the Hunters’ Moon apps and support from the Board of Governors are all indications that public engagement
is working.

Kelly Lippie reported on TCHA collections; Collections Committee members were thanked for their ongoing and
thoughtful work. Please see the attached Report provided as a PowerPoint presentation at the meeting.

Reporting on membership, Ms. Lippie encouraged all of us to bring new, additional members to TCHA; 2023 saw an
increase in membership. Please see the attached Report provided as a PowerPoint presentation at the meeting. She
noted that a Tippecanoe County Historical Society was first formed in 1925 and evolved into the Tippecanoe County
Historical Association in 1928, so our own Society/Association is now 100 years old!

She concluded her report by encouraging us to watch for special membership perks this year from the Flora Candle
Company and McCord’s Candies among others to be announced as the year progresses.

Librarian Amy Harbor highlighted two successful cemetery tours (at Greenbush Cemetery and at Grand View Cemetery
in cooperation with the West Lafayette Public Library) and brought attention to the many volunteers at the McCullough
Library who recorded hundreds of hours of service in 2025. She noted too the welcome donation of cemetery records
from the Fairfield Township Trustee’s Office which are now housed in the Alameda McCollough Library. Please see the
attached Report provided as a PowerPoint presentation at the meeting.

Tippecanoe Battlefield Museum Manager Trey Gorden reported on the Tippecanoe Battlefield, “an amazing place!” The
people who visit the Battlefield bring interesting stories and questions.

Dr. Gorden thanked all who have participated in programs at the Battlefield, drawing particular attention to the Spies
and Guides reenactors. Please see the attached Report provided as a PowerPoint presentation at the meeting.

Feast Coordinator Brooke Sauter presented the Feast of the Hunters’ Moon report to the membership. She expressed
many thanks to the many volunteers who make the Feast happen each year, including new Food Booth coordinator,
Lauren Reed. Please see the attached Report provided as a PowerPoint presentation at the meeting.

Ms. Sauter noted the 2024 Feast was one of the warmest of recent Feast events yet thanks to the many participants and
attendees she declared the Feast a success and proclaimed that “living history is alive and well here in the Midwest.”

She thanked Jeff Schwab and Scott Ksander for implementing much improved internet access at last year’s Feast. And
she noted that the Miami of Oklahoma increased their members participating in the Feast; it is possible the Peoria Tribe
will join the Feast in 2025.

A video documentary of the Feast is in development thanks to the work of TCHA member Devon Roddel (from the West
Lafayette Public Library).

Brief Committee Reports were presented. President Schwab thanked the TCHA staff for their Reports shared at this
annual meeting and for their daily work on behalf of the Association. He thanked the Board of Governors for their
support and all of our members for their continued participation. Please see the attached Report provided as a
PowerPoint presentation at the meeting.

Governor Dave Sattler (co-chair of the nominating Committee with Governor Quentin Robinson) presented the
nominating committee’s slate of returning Governors and new nominees for the Board of Governors. He noted that all
nominees, those seeking return to the Board and new Board members, have provided written biographies and reasons



for serving that are available on each table for members to read. Nominations from the floor were requested; none
were made.

The slate was moved and seconded by the membership as presented. Governor Sattler then invited all members of
TCHA present to vote for their choice by completing the election ballot provided to each member present. The paper
ballots were collected by the nominating committee and taken for counting.

Governor Jeff Burnworth reported for the Facilities Committee noting that TCHA’s buildings have received significant
attention over the past year; given their age they could be part of the Association’s collections he shared.

Dr. Trey Gorden presented the Historical Markers Committee noting the Committee plans to develop an inventory of all
Historical Markers in Tippecanoe County this year.

President Schwab spoke about the Bicentennial Publication Committee work noting the Committee sought articles for a
wide range of topics from a broad number of authors, seeing to publish a “people’s” commemoration of county history
that reflected “us”.

Committee Chair Brooke Sauter spoke to the work of the Membership Committee and the Development Committee,
noting that committee members are expanding their efforts to secure sponsorships to help pay expenses for the Feast
and asked us to watch for information about planned giving to TCHA to arrive this year.

Governor Dr. Kory Cooper reported for the Ouiatenon Preserve Committee, noting fresh field work is expected to take
place in the Summer of 2025.

ED Eagle spoke to the many TCHA programs offered in 2024. She encouraged members to join the Program and/or
other committees to help TCHA with its Mission to serve our community.

President Schwab thanked TCHA’s many significant donors and donations over the past year. Please see the attached
Report provided as a PowerPoint presentation at the meeting.

President Schwab asked all Board of Governors present to stand and be recognized.

President Schwab called our attention to the Ball-Sholty Award for 2025. He announced Lee Brand had been chosen by
the TCHA Board of Governors to receive the Ball Shorty Award in recognition of his many years of service with TCHA
which include many unsung but critical works which enable us to offer the Feast of the Hunters’ Moon each year.
Executive Director Claire Eagle announced the Volunteer of the Year Award which has been chosen by the TCHA staff.
This year’s Volunteer Award was presented to Sharon Baker for her many years of work with so many TCHA operations —

particularly with the Alameda McCullough Library.

The official count of the secret ballots for the Board of Governors was announced by Nominating co-chair Sattler; all
nominees for the Board of Governors were approved by the voting membership.

Door prizes were awarded to ten lucky members attending the Annual meeting.

There being no additional business for the meeting, a motion to adjourn was made and seconded. The Annual
Membership Meeting adjourned at 3:06 pm.

The annual meeting’s annual meeting concluded with a program featuring plans for celebrating the 200-year anniversary
of the founding of the City of Lafayette.



City Director of Marketing and Communications David Huhnke opened his presentation with a professionally produced
video featuring the city’s history — the video, schedule of many events planned, and more information can be found at
the City’s Bicentennial website: https://lafayette.in.gov/bicentennial

He shared several commemorative items with us, with postcards announcing Bicentennial events available at each
meeting table.

Work on the Bicentennial began in earnest, Mr. Huhnke reported, in February 2021 with an early emphasis on providing
family-friendly, inclusive events that will span the gamut of our local arts, schools, libraries, businesses and government.

A special note was made of April’s National Poetry Month and a period costume ball planned for June 28.

He asked us to fill out the “Why | Love Lafayette” cards provided to everyone attending today’s Annual Meeting (which
can also be found on the City’s Bicentennial website).

He concluded by thanking TCHA for the Association’s help in planning and intentions for presenting historical programs
and events for the Bicentennial and encouraged all of use to “Help us celebrate!” 200 years of Lafayette’s founding.

President Schwab thanked Mr. Huhnke's for his presentation and closed the Annual Meeting at 3:42 pm.



TCHA Treasurer’s Report 2025
Lorita Bill, TCHA Treasurer

TCHA had another successful year with an operating profit of just over $61,000. The City
of Lafayette Bicentennial year brought with it some opportunities for TCHA and the
Feast was also a big success in 2025. As a result, revenue increased by over $91,000
from 2024, and expenses increased by nearly $42,000. TCHA’s net operating profit of
over $61,000 was nearly $50,000 more than 2024.

Salaries and wages increased by less than 6% and Feast expenses increased by 5.7%. In
total, expenses were up 6%.

Feast admission prices are expected to be increased for the 2026 Feast after three years
of remaining constant. Unfortunately, increasing operating costs of the Feast make it
necessary. Investment returns were favorable in 2025 again with over $281,000 in
gains. This number includes over $21,000 in interest income from money market
accounts at First Merchants. Lorita Blll

TCHA’s Board of Governors has invested in the overall financial stability of the association over the last several years. In
2019 a Feast Rainy Day fund was established and has grown through earnings and additional investments to $164,260 by
the end of 2025. Additional funds have been set aside for maintenance and major improvements to TCHA's facilities
which currently totals $79,648. Also, TCHA has invested in the TCHA Trust (Endowment) a total of $200,000 over the last
four years.

Overall, TCHA is in a secure financial position for the coming year.
Notes on the 2025 Preliminary Financial Statements

The statements presented are preliminary. Various adjustments may be required before the statements are finalized.



Tippecanoe County Historical Association
Balance Sheet
As of December 31,

ASSETS
Current Assets
Cash & CD
Grants Receivable
Other Current Assets
Prepaid Expenses
Inventory
Total Current Assets
Fixed Assets
Buildings
Buildings - Improvements
Equipment
Exhibits - Museum
Land
Total Fixed Assets
Total Accumulated Depreciation
Total Fixed Assets less depreciation
Other Assets
Investments

Total Assets

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Other Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities

Equity

Total Liabilities and Equity

Preliminary

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
475,012 521679 % 631,041 719,409 S 792,416
44 14.636 - 43,640 9,975
185 1,348 643 2,188 7,409
3,661 3,988 2,595 5,802 6,597
38,701 38,202 42315 44,082 64,633
518,003 579,853 676,594 815,121 881,030
681.440 761,440 761.440 765,545 765,545
566,091 570,636 568,772 612,827 614,060
233424 252,911 218.464 218.464 272,852
57,923 57,923 57,923 57,923 60,128
1,391,691 1,391,691 1,391,691 1,391,691 1,391,691
2,930,569 3,034,601 2,998,290 3,046.450 3,104,276
(731,310) (802.984) (839.974) (911.370) (984,177)
2,199,259 2,231,617 2.158.316 2,135,080 2,120,099
1,882 845 1,573.415 1,772.952 1,963.294 2,186,894
4,600,107 4384885 § 4,607.862 4913495 § 5,188,023
9.821 37,529 % 10,279 11,490 S 15,079
18,277 20,210 36.184 96,380 33,782
28,098 57,739 46,463 107,870 48,861
4,572,009 4,327.146 4,561.399 4,805,625 5,139,162
4,600,107 43848385 § 4.607.862 4913495 § 5,188,023
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Income
Grants - operating
Contributions

Annual Appeal & Fundraising

Musewn Store Sales
Library Revenne
Membership Dues
Programs & Education

Feast Of The Huaters Moon

Total Income
Cost of Goods Sold
Gross Profit
Expenses
Salaries, Wages & Benefits
Administrative Expenses

Contract Services Administrative

Equipment & Supplies

Collections. Exhibits & Library

Musewn Store Expenses
Insurance and Taxes
Bepairs & Maintenance

Contractual Services - Facilities

Utilities
Membership Expenses

Fundraising Event Expenses

Feast Expenses

Programs & Education Expense

Total Expenses
Net Operating Income
Other Income
Grants - non-operating
Other Income
Investment Income (Loss)
Total Other Income
Other Expenses
Loss on disposal of assets
Depreciation Expense
Total Other Expenses

Net Income (Loss)

Tippecanoe County Historical Association

L

Income Statement
For the Years Ended,

Preliminary

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
50406 % 15,588 2678 § 300 s -
83533 80,776 07638 80.803 20321
- 2,175 5875 7130 0.165
71,058 TO.967 66.128 74215 87,792
2432 1.871 2.074 2.578 4.140
22307 21.670 26.379 28 285 9.7112
48.691 46,078 43,739 66,623 102,531
375.720 402401 447 301 444672 471,335
634,147 657,726 691.812 704,915 795,996
38223 37401 33.148 36.235 44,992
615,924 620.325 658.664 668.681 751004
192,740 214759 213 289 243 353 157,837
9,053 8.553 9917 12,298 14,492
13,806 19.516 22301 24614 22,019
4377 5123 2751 2950 1935
3.627 5,136 3.633 5.008 5920
1.959 3.340 2,265 1811 1.716
17,320 19.669 20.857 19,884 210,446
12,982 39,587 25.450 27,359 26,920
5,061 4859 3259 2.968 4.096
40,788 46,276 40.952 39752 40,099
437 688 1.085 1.936 1.068
- 2.875 1.301 1.248 1.071
164.497 199152 251,973 264158 179136
2304 5.672 6,506 8.429 11.097
468 982 575,205 605,629 656958 689,771
146,942 45120 53,035 11,723 61,133
- 62,300 6.400 43.640 51,788
5.602 8.740 11.500 9.600 10,630
274814 (273.034) 243018 250658 181.693
280.506 (201.985) 260918 303.808 345111
- - 5.737 - 5
70,183 71.674 73,963 71,395 72,807
70,183 71.674 79,700 71395 71,807
357265 §  (228.539) 234253 % 244726 8 333537
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TCHA Executive Director Annual Report 2025
Prepared by Claire Eagle, Executive Director

The culmination of years of planning was a large part of our 2025 with Lafayette’s
bicentennial and the publishing of 200 Years of Tippecanoe County: A Community Tells
Its Stories. A successful Feast, continued increase in funds raised and a great
programming calendar rounded out another successful year at TCHA. Here are some
highlights:

Grants, Sponsorships and Donations:

All donors and sponsors are listed in a separate area of this Annual Report. TCHA
would not have had the successful year we had without each and every one of them.
Please take some time to read through the list. Maybe we’ll see your name on it next
year!

Claire Eagle

e North Central Health Services awarded TCHA a grant of $5,122.95 for the installation of a safety rail on the
raised platforms on either side of the History Center Auditorium

e A S$2,930 grant from Indiana Humanities supported the participation of the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma at the

Feast.

Tippecanoe County gave $5,000 in support of TCHA.

The City of Lafayette gave TCHA $15,000 in operational support.

Subaru of Indiana provided a $5,000 sponsorship for one of the Feast performance stages.

First Farmer’s Bank and Trust provided a $5,000 sponsorship for one of the Feast performance stages.

e A S$500 sponsorship was provided by Caterpillar in support of the Feast.

e Comcast provided a sponsorship of $1,000 in support of the Feast.

e Jeremy Spann - Keller Williams Realty provided a $500 sponsorship of the Feast.

e Duke Energy provided a total of $6,000 in sponsorships this year in support of both the Feast and our
Lafayette Bicentennial walking tours.

e  Malcolm Duncan and Tony Wintz provided $800 in support of the Middlesex County Volunteer Fife and
Drum Corp’s attendance at the Feast.

e The Battle Ground Lions Club provided a $300 sponsorship in support of a free community day at the

Tippecanoe Battlefield Museum and History Store.

ren
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LAFAYETTE .
SUCCESS GROUP
KELLERWILLIAMS REALTY

1825 Campaign check presentation with staff from Keller Williams Lafayette Success Group



e Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette provided a $15,000 sponsorship in support of the Feast and $15,000 in
support of the Tippecanoe Battlefield Museum and History Store for a total of $30,000.

e American Legion Post 11 provided a $300 sponsorship for the Battle of Tippecanoe Commemoration event.

e La Compagnie des Beaux Eaux provided $200 in support of living history events at the Blockhouse.

e Inkind donors included the National Group, La Compagnie des Beaux Eaux, Mr. Fence It, Hanna Center,
Bauer Subway, WoofBoom Radio, Henry Poor, Civic Theatre of Greater Lafayette, The Market by Midwest
Prime and Jeff and Ronda Schwab.

e The 1825 Campaign, a matching campaign in partnership with Keller Williams Lafayette Success Group
raised $4,840 from 17 donors during the month of May. 6 of those donors were new TCHA supporters!

Lafayette’s Bicentennial

e After many years of work, 200 Years of Tippecanoe County: A Community Tells Its Stories was published in
September. This book is a celebration of both Lafayette’s bicentennial in 2025 and Tippecanoe County’s
bicentennial this year. We celebrated the launch with a fantastic program including a private reception for
contributing authors, a presentation by Dr. Pete Bill and remarks from Mayor Roswarski. We've already sold 300
copies!

e The Programming Advisory Committee made bicentennial themed programming a priority in 2025. We hosted 8
themed walking tours covering topics like downtown houses of worship, the history of South Street between the
Fowler House and Five Points and Columbian Park. Lecture programs included a show and tell from authors who
contributed to 200 Years of Tippecanoe County and how our community celebrated the joint centennial of
Lafayette and Tippecanoe County in 1925. Finally, our last Taste of the Past of the 2025 season was themed to
Lafayette’s bicentennial with a special menu from Chef Lauren Reed and a wonderful performance from Audrey
Johnson of Of Thee | Sing.

e Our City of Lafayette sponsored bicentennial pop-up exhibits, which debuted at last year’s Annual Meeting,
made 32 appearances throughout the community with an estimated 13,650 people seeing them. During the
City’s Memorial Day Celebration, TCHA staff and volunteers hosted all 10 pop-ups in the Carousel building at
Columbian Park.

Public Engagement and Partnerships

e TCHA representatives attended the Greater

Lafayette Juneteenth Celebration, OutFest, Holy By [nbecanoecaliny Histonical Association

e Published by Claire Eagle @ - March 4, 2025 - @

Trl n |ty Com mun Ity Fa | ra nd the TI ppeca noe Latl no Frances Slocum, artist George Winter's most famous subject, was born on this day in 1773. Frances

was abducted from her family farm in Pennsylvania when she was 5 years... See more

Festival to share about our mission.

e | spoke about Lafayette’s Bicentennial at many club
and other organization meetings including Altrusa,
Noon Optimists and WALLA.

e Brooke presented the history of the Feast for
Lafayette Daybreak Rotary.

o Kelly shared TCHA's history and our mission to
Klondike’s alumni.

e Inthe spring we partnered with WALLA for a
genealogy class. Attendees came to the
Arganbright and learned the basics of genealogy
and how to use our resources from Kelly and Amy.

e Trey represented TCHA at Family Day at the Farm
at Prophetstown interacting with visitors using the
very popular pioneer wagon activity.

e TCHA social media pages continue to be a great OO chad Evans Weather and 395 others 45 comments. 69 shares

. . . Y Like Q Comment 2> Share
way to interact with the community and foster
interest in our history as well as promote our

A screenshot of TCHA's most popular 2025 Facebook post



programs. While growth slowed compared to 2024, total reached across Facebook and Instagram had a 32%
increase and we are now over 11,000 followers on Facebook. Social media continues to be an invaluable way to
share our mission, programs and events and our collection! Our most popular post this year was a photo of one
of George Winter’s most famous portraits in our collection, that of Frances Slocum. While posting on social
media may seem like an easy task, content creation takes research, time and dedication. Thanks go to Kelly and
Brooke for helping to create content and manage our pages.

e We once again partnered with Purdue University’s Department of Anthropology to celebrate Indiana Archeology
Month at the Battlefield. The program included activities for all ages including artifact show-and-tell,
identification, mini excavations and atlatl throwing. Thanks to Dr. Kory Kooper, Cassie Apuzzo, Ben Grubbs, Sam
Kelemen and several other anthropology students from Purdue!

e |n December, | was one of three presenters at the YWCA of Greater Lafayette’s Linda Cohen Trailblazer Series. |
was able to share the stories of several women who shaped early Lafayette.

Facilities

With no maintenance person on staff, our Facilities Committee and other volunteers are responsible for most of the
maintenance. | truly cannot emphasize enough how much our Facilities Committee does to ensure TCHA properties and
sites are functioning and safe. From large projects to small repairs and preventative maintenance in between, we are so
thankful to the entire Facilities Committee for all their hard work keeping our facilities in great condition in 2025.

e Several neighborhood volunteers worked tirelessly to remove the invasive Tree of Heaven and Honeysuckle
from the grounds of the Arganbright. After removing most of it in the fall of 2024, volunteers were able to get
the few plants that made it through as they popped up last spring.

e With the sale of the YWCA building, we were able to get some of
the furniture they no longer needed. We received office
furniture, chairs and rug as well as four shelving units to help
with storage in the History Center basement.

o After we were awarded a grant from NCHS in fall of 2024 for the
installation of a weather alert system supply chain issues caused
some delays. We were fortunate that the system arrived right
before the Feast and the main siren was in operation during the
event.

o Kelly, Trey, our summer intern Kari and several volunteers
refreshed the Battlefield this summer. Kari and Kelly refurbished
all of the exhibit labels and Facilities Committee members
helped repaint the walls of the galleries.

e Right before the Christmas break, we found some water
dripping down the wall of our clothing storage room. Moving
quickly, we were able to ensure that no damage was done to our
collection and get what turned out to be a couple of holes inthe -
roof patched. During some of the intense winter weather we
had in December, a combination of ice and wind caused the
gutter on the roof of the Arganbright to be torn down. While the

roof has been patched, we are still working with Thayer’s to get TCHA Board Vice President, Jer?my Spann, paints a
the gutter fixed gallery wall at the Battlefield Museum

Everything you just read about would also not have been possible without all of you! Our members believe in TCHA
and its mission and are crucial to our success. Library and collection volunteers completed 2,933.5 hours of work (that’s
13 more hours than 2024). Using 2024’s value of a volunteer hour as calculated by Independent Sector and the Do Good
Institute that is a total value of $102,056.47. It’s hard to put a number on the number of volunteer hours that go into the
Feast, but when you consider the hundreds of people who participate, it has to be an even larger number than that.
Finally, a heartfelt thank you goes to the entire Board of Governors. As volunteers, their dedication to TCHA is
astounding. | look forward to continuing to work together to fulfill our mission.



TCHA Collections Annual Report 2025
Prepared by Kelly Lippie, Curator of Collections

Donations and Administration

A Collections Committee held monthly meetings to consider all potential donations or purchases
for the permanent collection, materials found in the collection but not documented and
deaccessions. This committee is made up of 11 members who are staff members, Board governors
or members of the association and it is chaired by the Curator of Collections. In 2025, the
committee created 84 new accessions (donations) to the permanent collection. The committee

Sisdiie created 7 expendable collections, which are intended for
use in programs or for other hands-on opportunities. One
of these accessions and expendable collections was a
purchase by TCHA, 2 collections were assigned to materials recovered from the
archaeological dig at Fort Ouiatenon.

Kelly Lippie

Some notably large collections were received from the YWCA of Greater Lafayette,
Tippecanoe County Surveyor’s office (including map drawers), Rostone and the First
Christian Church of Lafayette.

The curator met with Burgundy Fletcher, Historic Preservation Officer for the
Peoria, who was in town to visit Ouiatenon and view the Ouiatenon collection.

Deaccessioned and rejected items from recent years were delivered to School
House Auctions for online auction, which was conducted at the end of 2025.

James J. Perrin Portrait
donated by Kathleen Ingram

Outreach & research

Throughout the year, the curator has worked to promote TCHA resources and collections by making presentations to other
local organizations and helping with research projects that utilize the collection.

For Lafayette’s bicentennial celebration, the curator participated in several walking tours and a presentation on the
Lafayette- Tippecanoe County Joint Centennial Celebration. Other bicentennial projects were assisted by TCHA including
images for the Greater Lafayette magazine bicentennial issue and the Lafayette Symphony’s bicentennial concert.

Several Purdue groups and students visited in 2025 to get a tour of the resources at TCHA. These groups continued to visit
to conduct research on local historic sites and music history. The curator met with other local groups in an advisory manner
or to talk about potential partnership opportunities. These included the Union Township Trustee’s historical exhibit,
Student Semiconductor Association and Black Chamber of Commerce. There were special appearances or presentations
given at local community events including Juneteenth, LatinoFest, OUTFest, Holy Trinity Community Fair and the Klondike
Alumni Banquet.

Continuing outreach work includes “This Day in History” and “Born on this Day” social media posts and bicentennial efforts
for 2025 and 2026. We hosted a genealogy class collaboration with WALLA in the spring of 2025.

Projects
In addition to regular collections administration and research, volunteers assisted with projects to make the permanent

collection more accessible and to improve storage. Students from Purdue’s Anthropology Department worked on
materials from the Ouiatenon archaeology collection; scanning animal bones and studying jewelry.



Scanning and cataloging artifacts in the collection is an ongoing project for volunteers and interns. Most of the historic
photograph collection has now been cataloged and scanned to our Past Perfect software system.

In collaboration with TIPOA (Tippecanoe County Area Genealogy Society) we have been able to make more progress in
cleaning and indexing a collection of county records related to the poor relief efforts in Tippecanoe County. This is an
ongoing project that will continue through 2026.

Exhibits

To share TCHA’s collection and interpret local history, exhibits are regularly changed out at several of the buildings. At the
Arganbright Genealogy Center in 2025, displays of scrapbooks and shipping containers greeted visitors to the research
library.

At the History Center, a display of Lafayette/ Tippecanoe County Centennial and 150" anniversary celebration was
installed early in the year. A student volunteer installed a display of local brewery bottles. To recognize the 80" anniversary
of the end of WWII, a poster exhibit was displayed at the History Center for the fall months.

At the Tippecanoe Battlefield museum, several exhibit refurbishments were conducted and new, temporary displays were
set up. A student volunteer designed and installed a temporary exhibit around a Civil War soldier’s diary from the TCHA
archives. An intern, Kari Klem worked for the summer to update and replace all of the exhibit labels in the permanent
galleries of the Battlefield Museum. The galleries also received a fresh coat of paint.

For the Lafayette Bicentennial, a series of 10 pop-up exhibits were
designed that will be available for local schools, libraries and
businesses to display in 2025 and beyond. The exhibits were booked
nearly every week during 2025. The exhibits made 32 appearances
during the year and it is estimated that over 13,650 people saw them
during their visits.

Bicentennial book launch and at the Taste of the Past Dinners.

“Threshing the Grain” traveling exhibit loaned to The Farm at
Prophetstown for several months.

An exhibit was planned for the Lafayette Bicentennial Costume ball Students explored “ centeni hit
in June, but the event was cancelled and the exhibit plans unused. at West Lafayette Intermediate School.

Current loans

Loans are made to share the TCHA permanent collection with other historical groups or to enhance the exhibits of TCHA.
There were three incoming loans made or renewed in 2025; used for exhibits at the Tippecanoe Battlefield Museum.
Three outgoing loans to local historic sites were renewed for another years’ duration. One loan was recalled and returned

to TCHA.

There were also short-term loans to West Lafayette library and Haan Museum (Evaleen Stein program).




Donors to the permanent and expendable collection and digital archive in 2025

Ross and Rena Aiken

Janna Mailloux

Antique Candle Co.

Marshall County Museum

Area Plan Commission of Tippecanoe County

Mary McCutcheon

Kathy Atwell

Bonnie McDougle

Kathleen Barker

Courtenay Murakowski

Carolyn Bedrosian

Douglas Paprocki

The Beyond Gallery

Sarah Powley

Pete Bill

Pride Lafayette

Amanda Booher Mary Pugh
Peggy Bryant Nancy Rhodes
Jeffrey Burnworth John Riegle

Toni Butcher

James Richendollar

Karen Carter

Paula Robinson

Cass County Historical Society

Quentin Robinson

Ethan Chitty

Brooke Sauter and Thomas Johnson

Lou Ann Clugh

Jeffrey Schwab

Kathy Cox Gregory Seiters

Gary Cunningham Forrest Shigley

Jan Davis Society of Indiana Pioneers
Terry Edgell Lee Stanifer

John Ellis Linda Swihart

First Christian Church of Lafayette

Te'Aqua Custom Blended Teas LLC

Flora Candle Company

David Thomas

Mark Goodson

Tippecanoe County Surveyor's Office

Deborah Green

Wabash Area Lifetime Learning Association

Historical Society of Decator County

Vincent Walter

David Horn

Deborah Wegner

Tom Howe

June Weiland

Indiana Crossroads Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence

Deborah Wesley

Kathleen Ingram

White County Historical Society

Angie Klink Joyce Wiegand
Latino Center for Wellness and Education Michelle Wood-Voglund
Taylor Lee Linda Yoki

Dominic and Connie Leto

YWCA of Greater Lafayette

LGBTQ Center




TCHA Membership Annual Report 2025
Prepared by Kelly Lippie, Membership Coordinator

2025 ended with a total of 455 memberships in the Association; an increase of 17 memberships
from the same time in 2024.

The Annual meeting of the membership of the Tippecanoe County Historical Association was held
on February 1st, 2025. New and returning Board of Governors were voted on by the membership.
The Awards for Volunteer of the Year (Sharon Baker) and Ball-Sholty (Lee Brand) were announced.
A guest speaker from the City of Lafayette gave a presentation about the upcoming Lafayette
Bicentennial Celebration.

]ly L‘ipbie

Special membership perks were offered for the bicentennial year with Flora Candle Company,
Wolf Park and McCords. Members were also given the chance to register early for the “Taste of the Past” dinners.

A TCHA Members-only tour of the archaeological dig at the Ouiatenon Preserve was held June 12. The second planned
tour was cancelled due to poor weather.

Thrivent presented Planned Giving program for TCHA members.

At the Feast’s TCHA membership tent, 12 memberships were sold. Many members visited the tent to talk to TCHA staff
and board members and to enjoy snacks.

A Members-only sale was held at the History Store at the Battlefield and in the Arganbright Center December 4-7.
A TCHA members Christmas parade warm-up with hot chocolate and cookies (provided by Sweet Revolutions Bake Shop)
was held December 6™ at the History Center.

After conducting a price study on membership, it was decided to increase the price of Basic level membership by $5
beginning in January 2026.

Four electronic newsletters were produced in 2025. These are written by staff and volunteers and compiled into a digital
format by a contractor.

The Voyageur Ancient Fife and Drum Corps
made a special appearance at the Christmas Parade Warm Up.



TCHA Alameda McCollough Research Library Annual Report 2025
Prepared by Lucy Lugo, Research Library Coordinator

In September of 2025, | stepped into the position of Research Library Coordinator upon Amy - ’Wﬁ;
Harbor’s retirement. As I've settled into the role, I've been met with the warmest welcomes and -_ -.
the most amazing support from the TCHA staff, the Board, and our awesome volunteers. Thanks :—-—. . ——
to their help, I've been gradually becoming familiar with the library’s extensive holdings and - ’_-—.
learning how to aid our patrons with their historical and genealogical research questions. 4 =_=
[ B

. . o . . = L] .

The research library is open ten hours a week for walk-in visitors. We also provide the option of s A | é

making an appointment to those who are unable to come in during our public hours. This past Lucy Lugo
year, we had a total of 212 researchers seek out our resources. This included 100 walk-in visits and 112 remote (email
and telephone) requests. | spend most of my time attending to these requests, retrieving and scanning the appropriate
materials and ensuring that their research needs are met.

Currently, we have 11 volunteers working on various library projects. Most of these efforts
are focused on indexing historical records, digitizing existing indices, and updating older
indices. Collections that are currently being worked on include:

e Marriage records

e Children’s Home cards
e Family/Surname cards
e Tippecanoe Villa cards
e Poor Farm records

| would like to thank our amazing volunteers for dedicating hundreds of hours this past
year, making sure that the library’s extensive materials are made available and easily

T

Donation of aerial photographs and

accessible on our website to patrons near and far. | often receive online requests noting maps from the Surveyor’s office.
how useful these reference materials are and how they have made research journeys
much easier.

The library had the opportunity to engage with the community through outreach programs this year. In March, Amy and
Kelly successfully led a WALLA course consisting of four weekly sessions, covering the basics of genealogical and
historical research. Amy also gave a presentation to the men’s breakfast group at the University Place retirement home.
In addition, staff and volunteers hosted two cemetery tours this year, both led by Amy. At Greenbush, we held a spring
bicentennial tour presenting some of Lafayette’s earliest citizens, as well as a Halloween-themed “dark tour” at Spring
Vale in the fall. Both tours were well attended and received great feedback from visitors and presenters alike. We hope
to hold these cemetery tours again this year as well as additional programming.

2025 proved to be a great year for the library as it continues to support TCHA's mission to collect, preserve, research,
and share Tippecanoe County’s history. I'm looking forward to growing in this role and leading the library in the next
year through continued service to our community.



TCHA Tippecanoe Battlefield Interpretive Center and History Store Annual Report 2025
Prepared by Trey Gorden, Tippecanoe Battlefield Museum Manager

At the beginning of 2025, the big news at the Battlefield was the furnace. We lost heat in the
museum and its back-office areas. The temperature in the museum was hovering between the
high 40s and low 50s. Anderson was out for three days trying various solutions until they finally
cleared a clogged drain. That fixed the problem for about 24 hours. County Parks ultimately
replaced the furnace, and we’ve been toasty warm ever since.

We opened a new exhibit on Friday, February 21, A Corporal, the Civil War & a Journal, by TCHA
volunteer Luke Polster. Luke read the journal of Corporal William Watkins of the 26" Indiana . i
Infantry Regiment, Co. G. He took excerpts from Watkins’s journal and placed them in the context Trey Gorden
of Civil War artifacts from TCHA’s collections. It was a fascinating exhibition!

Later on in the summer we hosted the bicentennial panels.

The Lion’s Club sponsored a Community Day at the Battlefield on May 10th. We had our usual
array of re-enactors, battlefield tours, and the Lion’s Club sold hot dogs and drinks. We had 102
people go through the museum, and many more enjoying the day outdoors.

We had to say goodbye to Robbie Alford, the Battlefield Park Site Manager, who left us for e
another position at Tippecanoe County Parks and Recreation. He was an incredible partner to us Laura Smyser
for many years, and did a fantastic job keeping the grounds beautiful and the facilities in good

shape. We miss him, and wish him all the best at his new position. His position has been ably filled by Joe Kallock, who
has also been great collaborator.

Caitlyn Pettet, our former volunteer, has come onboard as a part-time employee. Caitlyn helps us out as a backup,
mostly for weekends and special events when we expect to be particularly busy. Stephanie Elliott returned this year as
my Feast Assistant! She brings energy, intelligence, and experience to the role, and I’'m looking forward to working with
her many more times over the coming years.

%iiﬁ}%ﬂﬁi‘%# For.Comme'mor.ation, we were ho'nored to have Professor Christopher Young, of
gxhﬁ vg;} )2 Vs Indiana University Northwest, deliver our keynote address, "Father Black Robe: The
&*%‘{ﬁﬁ&.‘;ﬁ%‘g‘ Loving Ministry of Benjamin Petit to the Potawatomi,1837-1839." We had roughly
'&#&&#ﬁ#ﬁﬁ 137 people go through the museum, and many more stayed outdoors interacting

TIPPECANOE with the reenactors, taking a battlefield tour, and learning from Jared Nally, the

— BATTLEFIELD MUSEUM Deputy Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma.
/?‘sm Plans for 2026
)

This year we are planning a series of workshops throughout the year. We have
already scheduled a flint-knapping workshop taught by Ed Mosher for Saturday,
February 21. We're also working on a possible series of workshops on creating historical maps, to be taught by Mike
Dotson.




2025 Tippecanoe Battlefield Attendance Numbers
Change in Attendance
Numerical Percentage
January 1 -February 20 208 109 -99 -47.60%
February 21 -March 20 385 462 7 20.00%
March 21 - April 20 955 671 -284 -29.74%
April 21 - May 20 1202 867 -345 -28.47%
May 21 - June 20 963 1056 93 9.66%
June 21 - July 20 997 1070 73 7.32%
July 21 - August 20 1065 932 -133 -12.49%
August 21 - September 20 651 867 216 33.18%
September 21 - October 20 1185 1123 -62 -5.23%
October 21 - November 20 1046 1252 206 19.69%
November 21 - December 20 236 188 -48 -20.34%

2025 Tippecanoe Battlefield Attendance Numbers
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Feast of the Hunters’ Moon Report 2025
Prepared by Brooke Sauter, Feast of the Hunters’ Moon Event Manager

The Feast of the Hunters’ Moon continues to be the organization’s largest annual
fundraising and public-facing event, accounting for approximately 59% of total revenue. In
2025, the Feast demonstrated continued strength and stability through consistent
attendance, expanded regional and national reach, improved operational efficiency, and
highly effective, data-driven marketing.

Attendance & Event Experience
Attendance in 2025 once again hovered around 41,000 visitors, consistent with recent

post-COVID benchmark years. Weather conditions were exceptional: Clear, mild, and
seasonally ideal, which provided an optimal visitor experience across both days.

Brooke Sauter

Food Booths & Culinary Programming
The 2025 Feast expanded its culinary offerings with the successful return of two popular food items:
e Croquignoles, brought back by Venture Crew 125 from Carmel, Indiana, which proved to still be a crowd favorite

even after a multi-year hiatus.
¢ A reimagined apple-dumpling—style dessert, offered by the Northshore Women’s Rugby Team from the Chicago

area, which was also well received.
plausibility and visitor appeal. Continued refinements to commissary ordering, inventory

I m tracking, and communication contributed to one of the most efficient food operations in

HUNTERS?‘ I\-’\@DN recent years.

These additions strengthened the overall food mix while maintaining historical

A pilot program introducing card readers at select food booths generated over $6,500 in
cashless transactions, improving accessibility and transaction speed for attendees.

As a result of these improvements, food waste was reduced from approximately
$30,000 in 2024 to under $1,000 in 2025, representing a 97% reduction, a significant
2025 Feast Button operational and financial success.

Marketing, Advertising & Reach

The 2025 Feast utilized a comprehensive marketing strategy combining traditional media, digital advertising, and
community partnerships.

Digital Advertising Performance

Four paid Facebook campaigns ran between September 20 and October 10, 2025, achieving an average cost of $0.07
per engagement (Significantly outperforming typical nonprofit benchmarks of $0.20-$0.60).

For less than $450 in total ad spend, the campaigns generated hundreds of landing-page views, nearly 300 public
shares, and strong measurable interest in tickets and event information, demonstrating exceptional return on
investment.

Comcast Streaming Campaign

For the first time, the Feast partnered with Comcast Effect to run a $5,000 digital streaming television campaign across
the Chicago and Indianapolis DMAs, targeting adults aged 35 and older.



Campaign highlights included:
|

- Mibpresex

e 51,650 impressions delivered (103% of goal) ot

e 49,827 completed views (96.5% completion rate)
e 97.8% average view-through rate

e 421 total viewing hours of Feast messaging

o 82.7% of views delivered via Connected TV

Top platforms included Paramount Streaming, CNN, Investigation Discovery, HGTV, Pluto,
the History Channel, Food Network, and A&E.

Additional Outreach
Additional promotional efforts included radio advertising and interviews, expanded CityBus Middlesex C.ounty
. . . Volunteers Fife and
placements, Purdue Exponent ads, student-produced television coverage, regional print
Drum Corps

publications, reciprocal advertising partnerships, and the distribution of 2,500 custom
Feast coasters to area businesses.

Ticketing & Audience Data Insights

The Feast once again utilized TicketSpice as our digital ticket sales arm. With 2025 being the second year for the service,
we now had data to compare sales year-to-year. Online ticketing continued to show strong growth in 2025, reinforcing
the value of advance sales and digital engagement:

e Total online ticket revenue: $133,751.02 (+17.2% year-over-year)

e Total tickets sold online: 8,283 (+17.8%)

e Total page visits: 23,805 (+43.5%)

e Average order value: $36.19

¢ Email conversion rate: 28%, far exceeding the national event average of 2—3%

e Processing fees accounted for just 9.9% of total revenue, exceptionally low for online ticketing platforms.

Ticket buyers represented 819 cities across 46 states, including two purchases from Hawaii, underscoring the Feast’s
role as a regional destination event with national reach and its importance to local tourism.

Community, Cultural & Educational Impact
Beyond attendance and revenue, the Feast continued to deliver meaningful cultural and educational value:

e Hosted School Days for over 3,000 students and teachers.

e Welcomed the French Consul General to the Midwest, elevating the Feast’s cultural profile. This visit was
coordinated and executed on an exceptionally short timeline, demonstrating staff adaptability and strong
external relationships.

e Secured participation from the Middlesex County Volunteer Fife & Drum Corps, enhancing historical
authenticity while providing mentorship opportunities for local youth musicians.

e Continued cultural partnerships with the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma, supported by grant funding secured prior to
statewide cuts.

Staffing, Capacity & Sponsorship Strategy
In 2026, the addition of a Programs Manager is something we are all excited about. This role will handle application

processing and contract management, allowing Brooke and Claire to focus more strategically on logistics, operational
management, fundraising, sponsorship development, and external relationships.



This staffing shift also supports a more effective sponsorship strategy. Paired sponsorship asks, led by Claire with
support from the Feast team, will be an additional change to the Feast strategy in 2026. With programmatic
responsibilities redistributed, Claire will be able to more fully lead sponsorship outreach, an area where her experience
and relationships are especially valuable, while maintaining continuity and clarity for sponsors and allowing Brooke to
assist with asks while focusing more fully on event organization as a whole.

§

1°* Michigan Fife and Drum Corps
Moon scheduled for October 24t and 25%, 2026.

In 2026, we are excited to roll out the addition of a $150 “Friend of
the Feast” tier, providing an accessible entry point for individuals,
memorial gifts, and small-scale supporters. This addition will
hopefully broaden community participation while offering meaningful
recognition and strengthening long-term donor engagement.

Looking Ahead

Despite ongoing challenges related to inflation, staffing capacity, and
changes in the grant landscape, the 2025 Feast stands as a strong,
stable, and forward-moving event. Strategic investments in systems,
staffing, marketing, and sponsorship structure have positioned the
Feast for continued success and long-term sustainability.

Planning is already underway for the 2026 Feast of the Hunters’



TCHA Board Committees Reports 2025

Facilities Committee

The repairs and maintenance costs for the year came in approximately $12,000 under budget. Fortunately, we had no
major failures at either Arganbright or the History Center this year. In addition, our dedicated group of volunteers did
much of the work themselves, greatly reducing our labor costs.

The outside painting and window replacement project at Arganbright wrapped
up this year. In addition, the volunteers cleaned up the outdoor storage area
behind the building.

Repainting the walls of the Battlefield Museum was started in 2025 and will be
completed before the museum reopens this spring.

Preventative maintenance contracts on the HVAC systems at both the
Arganbright and History Center buildings were obtained. The boiler at the
History Center also had a deep maintenance cleaning to help keep it running.

The Association was able to end the rental of two storage units that were used
for Feast materials and other miscellaneous TCHA items. All of the Feast
materials were moved to a new Conex trailer unit situated between the two
barns out at Fort Quiatenon.

Arganbright
Window Replacement

Ongoing upgrades to TCHA barn at Fort Ouiatenon have allowed for better
storage utilization and given us a chance to clean up the appearance of the area
around the barn itself.

Finally, in the first part of January of 2026, after several months of planning, new safety railing was installed in the
History Center auditorium.

Historical Markers Committee:

The Historic Markers Committee has been doing a survey of existing Tippecanoe County markers in 2025. We’ve made
great progress, and plan to finish up soon.

The City of Lafayette and Fairfield Township asked us to design their marker commemorating William Digby. Our portion
of this project has been completed, and the marker awaits an official place to be displayed.

A marker commemorating Lafayette native Edna Browning Ruby has been in the works for a while. The committee
member who was taking point on the project, however, has had to resign from the committee. While we haven’t

abandoned the project, it had to go onto the backburner for the end of 2025.

Membership and Development Committee

Members of the committee: Kelly Lippie (chair and membership coordinator), Tara Raber, Dave Sattler, Ronda Walsh
Schwab, lJillian White, Jeremy Spann, Jeff Burnworth, Todd White, Jeff Schwab (Board President), Claire Eagle (Executive
Director), Brooke Sauter (Feast Event Manager).

The Membership and Development Committee is a Standing Board Committee charged with advising the Board of
Governors and the Executive Director on matters relating to membership, or efforts to engage the community for the
purposes of development (donor cultivation, procurement of grants, external fund raising, sponsorship partnership
formation, etc.) Kelly Lippie took over from Brooke Sauter as chair of the committee, mid-2025.



Membership Projects:

The committee advising TCHA staff on retention and cultivation of members in the association. Toward this end, four e-
newsletters, “TippecaNEWS” were issued in 2025 to communicate updates to member and recognize new members and
association accomplishments.

Special opportunities for TCHA members were offered in 2025. These included a
members- only tour of the archaeological dig at Fort Ouiatenon and a Christmas
Parade Warm Up with hot chocolate and snacks. Members were also offered special
discounts at local shops as an extra bicentennial perk.

At the Feast of the Hunters’ Moon, a Member Tent was open for a quiet retreat with
extra snacks and drinks. Members of TCHA received free tickets to the Feast; which
were sent in the mail to members in early September.

A membership study at the end of the year resulted in a review of membership perks
and a decision to increase some membership level costs to match other similar

R

institution pricing. Christmas Parade Warm Up
See Membership Report for membership numbers and also a full list of current members at the end of this report.
Development Projects:

The Executive Director (chief development officer for TCHA) works closely with the committee to plan development
events, ongoing donation programs, the Annual Appeal, and relationship-building events. With the committee’s help, a
development plan was designed to guide strategies for the year’s fundraising efforts.

This year, TCHA worked with Thrivent to host a planned giving presentation for members in the spring. There was also a
collaboration with Keller Williams Lafayette Success Group to launch a bicentennial- themed 1825 campaign to raise

$1,825 for TCHA; which would be matched by Keller Williams.

TCHA also received support from local businesses in the donation of prizes for the Bicentennial Bingo game and
Pokemon Go Historic Marker contest.

The Annual Appeal Letter was written by Board President, Jeff Schwab and mailed out in August. Follow-up emails and
letters were sent throughout the fall.

See full list of grants, sponsorships and donations in the Executive Director’s report.



Ouiatenon Preserve Committee

This report provides a highlight of activities for the Tippecanoe County Historical
Association’s Ouiatenon Preserve Committee for the year 2025. Committee
members include: H. Kory Cooper (Chair), Joseph “Del” Bartlett, Colby Bartlett,
Leslie Martin-Conwell, Phyllis Dotson, David Hovde, and Ashima Krishna.

e Over the course of 2025 the committee developed a plan for moving
forward the creation of interpretive signage at the OP overlook. With
approval from the TCHA Board Brooke Sauter will be contracted to assist
the committee in designing interpretive panels. The goal is to have at
least 4-5 panels designed, manufactured, and in place by the 2026 Feast
of the Hunters’ Moon.

e OPl and TCHA were busy with a number of activities associated with the
University of Southern Indiana’s archaeology field school in May and
June, including a day of public outreach and site tours.

e The committee has discussed replacing the existing handicap parking
signage with something more aesthetically pleasing and less obstructive of the view of the preserve but that will
still meet federal guidelines. See below.

Handicap Parking Space Signage

Program Committee

2025’s programming season was an incredible success. Our wonderful committee members, volunteer presenters and
sponsors allow us to continue to fulfill our mission, enriching the lives of Tippecanoe County residents and visitors by
collecting, preserving and sharing our unique and diverse history.
Support for this year’s programs included The National Group, La
Compagnie des Beaux Eaux, Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette, Duke
Energy, The Market by Midwest Prime, Battle Ground Lions Club and
the American Legion Post 11. With their support and the help of over
100 volunteers, 2025 programs (exclusive of the Feast) had 2,563
attendees. That is an increase of 998 attendees over 2024!

The large increase in attendees can be attributed to many additions
to our usual schedule for the celebration of Lafayette’s Bicentennial.
In the fall of 2024, the Program Committee established a sub-
committee to specifically work on a walking tour series. Partially
sponsored by Duke Energy, eight walking tours were held between
March and October. In addition to the tours, we held a special show
and tell lecture with three contributing authors to 200 Years of
Tippecanoe County: A Community Tells Its Stories. The three authors
, B , . shared why they wanted to participate, additional information they
TCHA member and Bicentennial Selfie Bingo grand prize . L. . .
winner, Randy S., enjoving a treat at the Original Frozen couldn’t fit in the 600-word limit and their process for writing and

Custard. He solved the clue "Enjoy a cold treat under their - researching.
blue and white awning”

Rounding out our Bicentennial programming was Bicentennial Selfie
Bingo. Participants were invited to visit historical sites, local gems and other Lafayette landmarks by solving the clues. At
each location they could take a selfie and submit it online. Each completed BINGO was entered into a grand prize
drawing.

Taste of the Past dinners with Chef Lauren Reed continued to be successful. The addition of a sold-out Valentine’s Day
dinner increased the income from these programs while this year’s themes of “Dinner on the Monon Rail Line” and
“Lafayette’s Bicentennial” were big hits!



As 2025 came to an end, we began the process of hiring a Program
Manager to lead both our regular programing as well as take the lead on
the programmatic aspect of the Feast, including Feast School Days.
Interviews are in process now and we look forward to adding to the TCHA
team in the coming months.

Finally, special thanks go to our entire committee for working hard to put
on an interesting and balanced slate of programs. 2025 committee
members were Cassie Apuzzo, Claire Eagle, Walt Griffin, Amy Harbor, David
Hovde, Lucy Lugo, Brooke Sauter, Bridget Slack, Whitney Walton. If
program planning interests you, please contact Claire at
director@tippecanoehistory.org. Any TCHA member can be on the
committee!

Publications Committee:

The Bicentennial Publications Committee wrapped up its work with the
release of the book 200 Years of Tippecanoe County: A Community Tells Its
Stories, celebrating the bicentennials of the City of Lafayette and the
County of Tippecanoe in September.

The Publications Committee resumed work in the fall reviewing TCHA

Audrey Johnson from Of Thee I Sing performing
at our "Dinner on the Monon Rail Line"”
Taste of the Past dinner

publications and prioritizing works to be updated and reissued either physically or electronically. The first project, now
underway, is updating and republishing “The Battle of Tippecanoe” booklet current sold at the Battlefield Gift Shop.



Grants, donations, and sponsorships for 2025 are listed below

Grant Income

Indiana Humanities
North Central Health Services

Sponsorships

American Legion Post 11
Battle Ground Lions Club
Caterpillar

Comcast

Duke Energy

First Farmer’s Bank and Trust
Jeremy Spann - Keller Williams Realty
La Compagnie des Beaux Eaux
Malcolm Duncan

Subaru of Indiana

Tony Wintz

Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette

Contributions or donations $1 — $100

Altrusa

Lucia and Chuck Anderson
Anonymous

Kathy Atwell

Stephen Ash

Shirley Babb

Valerie and David Bahr

Del Bartlett

J. Colby Bartlett

Dan and Pam Becker
Carolyn Bedrosian

Pete and Lorita Bill

Rick and Kathy Black

Joann Bonner

Spencer Bower and Sandy Schelle
Mark and Barbara Bowman
Joe and Connie Bumbleburg
Monica Casanova

Charles Clark

Rosalee Clawson

Mary Collins

Kay Conner and Dick Walton
Tim Coppock

Nancy Cordes

Mary Daly

Heather and Harlan Day
Peter and Georgia Dunn
Jeanne Dutton

Amanda Estes

$ 2,930.00
$ 5,122.95

$ 300
$ 300
$ 500
$ 1,000
$ 6,000
$ 5,000
$ 500
$ 200
$ 400
$ 5,000
$ 400
$30,000

William and Peggy Hoover
Steve and Angie Klink
Representative Sheila Klinker
John Knoll

Tony Lee

Terry and Maryann Lucterhand
Michael and Pamela Luenz
Kathy Matter

Ben and Maxine Miller
Paul Newman-Jacobs
Carolyn Niemantsverdriet
Kyle and Tom Nine

Jan and Ron Overton
Douglas Paprocki

Allison Quadhamer

Emilia Rainwater
Jacquelyn Ralph

Joseph Rees

Sally Ross

Ruth Ann Schafer

Kathryn Schilling

Charles and Sue Scholer
Laure and Bill Selby
Steven Simms

Norma Jean Singley

Sara and Steven Slaven
Megan Slocum

Harriet Smith

Robin Smith



Rebecca Fassnacht

Kim Fleer

Shirley Fruits

Paypal Giving Fund

Charles Gullion

Deborah Halsema

Patrick Halsmer

Amy and Jon Harbor

John Harris and Joan Hostetler
Kathy Heaphy and Elizabeth Spafford
John Hobough

Contributions or donations $101 - $250

Anonymous

Tom and Mary Arth

Bolin Post Fund

David and Julie Byers

Sallie Cooke

Susan and Stephen Henson
Michael Hunt

Jane Kinyon and Mike Brown
Robert E. Leavitt

Eric Lin

Contribution or donations $251 - $500

Rosanne Altstatt

Connie Small Davis
Martin and Patty Jischke
Junction 1869

Donald Platt

Larry and Marianne Rose

Contributions or donations $501 - $1,000

Steve and Debbie Belter
Bison Financial
Amir Mohabbat

Contributions or donations $1,001 - $5,000

Anonymous
City of West Lafayette
Keller Williams Lafayette Success Group

Pauletta Smith

Dana and Maggie Smith
Laura Smyser

Nathan Snyder

Jim and Liz Solberg
Jeremy and Laura Spann
Elizabeth Stoddart

Bill Tenoever

Gary and Susan Tishler
Todd White

Thomas and Susan McCully

Ben Ross and Jason Griffith

James Ross Jr. and Marilyn Howland
Dave and Nancy Sattler

Nick Schenkel

Jeff and Ronda Schwab

Van and Lynne Sherry

Bridget and Andrew Slack

Pat Sullivan and Peter Fadde

Jane Turner and Carl Hager

Margaret Rowe

Barney and Stephanie Scheumann
Marsha and David Selmer

Sue and John Swick

Whitney Walton

Sally Mullen Weber and John Weber

Colleen Reader
Charles and Sue Scholer

David and Carol Luhman
John and Prella McBride
Tippecanoe County



Contributions or donations of $10,000+

City of Lafayette

Contributions in Kind

Lorita Bill

Bauer Subway

Brand Family

Brubaker Farms

Dave Chasey

CityBus

Civic Theatre of Greater Lafayette
Dunkin Donuts — West Lafayette
Every’s Ice Cream

First Merchants Bank and Trust
Flora Candle Company
Generation NA

Great United Skates

Haley’s Lock safe and Keys
Hanna Center

Henry Poor Lumber

Huffman and Hawbaker Farms
Jim’s Garage

Angie Klink

La Compagnie des Beaux Eaux
Lafayette Aviators

Lafayette Parks and Recreation
Lafayette Travel Trailer

Long Electric

McCords Candies

Mr. Fence It

Novus/Triton Water

PayLess Supermarkets

Purdue Federal Credit Union
Revolution Barbeque
Scheffee Family

Jeff and Ronda Schwab
Scones and Doilies

Sweet Revolution Bake Shop
The Fountain Trust Company
The Market by Midwest Prime
The National Group

Teays River Brewing and Public House
Vester and Associates
Wel-Don Pots

Wintek Corporation

Wolf Park

Wolfe’s Leisure Time Campground
Wonderland Education

Woof Boom Radio

Bill Young



Individual
Liz Alexander
Jason Anderson
Cassie Apuzzo
David Azpell
David Berkey
Michael Black
Josie Bolander
Amanda Booher
Monica Casanova
Gale Charlotte
Dave Chasey
Lori Chowning
Phillip Crousore
Cynthia S. Crystal
Kari Ekenstedt
Julia Erwin
Amanda Estes
Rebecca Fassnacht
Skylar Finch
Kelli Goldsmith
Cathy Grafton
Leonard Halascsak
Seth Harden
Kathy Hiser
David Hobbs
Natalia Huff
Lori Janick
Jack Korty

Senior Individual
Carol Andrew
Stephen Ash
Kathy Atwell
Donna Avolt
Shirley Babb
Judy A. Bauman
Carolyn Bedrosian
Brad Belcher
Mac Bellner
Joann Bonner
Vicki Bower
Karen S. Brand
Marian J. Bryan
Peggy Bryant
Nancy Carney
Kathleen Clark
Susan Y. Clawson
Nancy Cordes
Kevin Crouch

TCHA Membership Roll
As of January 2025

Janice Kritchevsky
Elizabeth Lawson
Elizabeth Linginfelter
Ryan Madden
Donna Marvel
Steve McCammon
James McCarthy
Edward R. Mosher
Charity Munro
Barbara Nolan
Rick Oliver

Devon Roddel
Cindy Salazar
Michael Santini
Jill Sauter

Molly Scherrer

Jill Smith

Laura Smyser
Nathan Snyder
Randy Studt
Daniel Sublette

Wabash Weavers Guild

Samara Wallpe
Joshua S. Walter
Jenn Weaver
Jared G. West
Jillian White

Michelle Wood-Voglund

Scott L. Ksander
Michael Laws
Debby Lima

Susan Logas

Mary M. Losey
John MacDonald
Dawn Marsh
Richard Maryonovich
Kathryn Matter
Virginia McCabe
Mary Anne McCarty
Glen Miller

Cindy Mitchell
Joseph Mueller
Ruth S. O'Connor
Mike Piggott
Walter Poppinga
Jacquelyn Ralph
Colleen Reader



Kevin Cullen

Mary Daly

Connie Small Davis
Marilyn Dehne
Leon Dickson
Jeanne Dutton
Pamela Ferguson
Rosy Ferner

Susan Fisher

Gail Flack

Mary Flaig

Kim Fleer

Carol Frantz
Alexca Freed
Virginia Freeman
Kevin Hall
Deborah A. Halsema
Patrick D. Halsmer
Kathy Heaphy
Alan Hefner

John Henry
Jennifer Higginbottom
John Hobaugh
John Hollis
Carolyn Jones
Yvonne Keech
Robert Kerkhoff
Thomas G. King
Sheila Klinker
Carolyn Kolb

Senior Couple
Ross and Rena Aiken
James and Marilyn Anderson
Tom and Mary Arth
Eileen and Bill Arthur
Sharon and Ron Baker
John and Joan Bauer
Dan and Pam Becker
Rick and Kathy Black

Spencer Bower and Sandy Schelle

Mark and Barbara Bowman
Linda and Richard Brammell
Joan and Joseph Briller
Carol Jo and Charles Brooks
Rick and Sally Brown
Angela and Craig Bruntlett

Jane Bryant-Mays and Gregory Mays

David and Rita Buckles

Doyne and Richard Carson
Edward and Rebecca Chosnek
Don & Diane Claffey

Don and Mindy Clayton

Joseph E. Rees
Betty Rohler
James Ross

Evelyn Samad
Ruth Ann Schafer
Sue Scholer
Gregory G. Seiters
Laurie Selby

Mark Shietze

Cecil Shoemaker
Norma Jean Singley
Harriet Smith
Linda Sorensen
Judy Spencer
Mary M. Springer
Elizabeth Stoddart
Terry A. Taylor
William Tilford
Janet G. Timmons
James Vaughan
Whitney Walton
Walter E. Watts
Kandace Weaver
John Weismiller
Barbara Welch
Kolleen White
Lloyd M. Wilkinson
Patricia Cockrell Wood
David Woodman

Ken and Kathryn Lewellen
Terry and Maryann Lucterhand
Michael and Pamela Luenz
Craig and Beth Lysinger

Rob and Callie Marksbary

John and Prella McBride

Sheila and Bob McCreary
Thomas and Susan McCully
Laurel and Richard Mellien
Richard & Patricia Miller

Roger and Jacqueline Misner
Harry and Sylvia Mohler

Carl Dee Moore and Ann Bowers
Mike and Pam Murr
Brian and Karen Musser
Donnie Neighbors
Mark and Anne Nesbitt
Kyle and Tom Nine

Barbara Osborn and David Hackney

Darrall Ostrolencki
Jan and Ron Overton



Kay Conner and Dick Walton
Rick & Leslie Martin Conwell
Mary and Keith Dahl

Harlan and Heather Day
Linda and Donald Decker
Roland and Jan Ditto

Michael and Phyllis Dotson
Eileen Drennen and Terry Stevick
James & Patricia Driscoll
David & Kathy-Lynn Dull
Peter and Georgia Dunn
Linda and James Eales

Jeris and Joyce Eikenberry
LaVaughan and Richard Evans
Allan Ferguson

Gene and Eileen Fitzpatrick
Mark and Karen Freeman
Richard Fudge & Meredith Richmond
Mike and Carolyn Gery

Faye Gibson and Fred Cottrell
Belinda and Ed Gutwein

Mike and Karen Hainlen

Joey and Kathleen Hall

Diana and Donald Hallenbeck
John M. Harris and Joan E. Hostetler
James & Constance Hayman
Susan and Stephen Henson
Ronald and Marilynn Hession
Sandra Hirzel

Dave and Cynthia Holter
David Hovde & Marj Rush Hovde
James and Rebecca Huebler
Barbara and Art Huff

Donald and Barbara Hyatt
Lynn and Craig Isenbarger
Patricia and Doug Jones

Alvin and Judy Kempf

Bernie Kendall

Jane Kinyon and Mike Brown
Steve and Angie Klink
Barbara and John Knochel
Ron Koehler and Cindy Marsh
Sharon and Henry Kraebber
Carol and David Kuebler

Family
Rosanne Alstatt
Frank and Heather Arnold
James and Debra Bechner
Michael Belcher
Andrew Bellisari and Courtney Wittekind
Jacob and Steckel Bleier
Criss and Stephanie Burger

Carol and Mike Pettibone

Jeff and Carlene Quirk
Jennifer and Nick Redden
Rosemary Ricci and Garrett Jeong
Kate Riley and Anna Whipkey
Beverly Robinson and Lisa Strube
Jim and Carolyn Roth

Scott and Anna Rumble
James and Patti Sablotny

Jim and Ruth Samuel

Anita and Joyce Sanford

Dave and Nancy Sattler

John and Lisa Schaust
Barbara and Tom Scheumann
Connie & John Schmidt
Michael Seikel

Marsha Selmer and David Chapman
Peter & Charlene Sherry

Paul and Phyllis Shireman
Vince and Ellen Sitterding
Sara and Steven Slaven
Harold and Deanna Sloan
Marsha Smith

E. Dana and Maggie Smith
Connie and David Spicer
James and Fara Stalker
Michael and Roxanna Stouder
Sam and Patti Stratton

Jack and Mary Jo Streicher
Dennis and Marjorie Teusch
Gary and Susan Tishler
Thomas and Dianna Velten
Randy and Kathy Vernon
Diana and Rick Vice

Jean and John Wadley

Mike and Connie Warner
Sally Mullen Weber and John Weber
Mike and Chris White

Charles & Susan Whittemore
Fred and Ricia Williams

Janet and Steve Yaninek

Bill and Pam Young

Marilyn and Paul Ziemer
Larry and Janine Zwiebel

Harry and Charlotte Martin
Katharine and Neil Mascarenhas
Angelia Mercer

Dan and Margie Michael

Bill and Betsy Miller

Dennis and Lindsey Minchella
Hannah and Kyle Mossman



Sheila Campbell

Barb and Steven Charlebois
Desiree and Mbozsqn Chuang
Jennifer Cioni and Charles Schwarz
Charles Clark

Susan Eckelman Clement

Lou Ann and Larry Clugh

H. Kory Cooper and Michele Buzon
Tina M. Crane

Malcolm and Deidre Duncan
Michael and Stephanie Elliot
Gwendolyn Evans

Bridget Ammond Frey

Jean Galbraith

Ryan Grennes

Brian Hale and Lacie Allen
Genevieve Henderson

Chris and Heather Hitze

Jeffrey Hockstra

David and Karen Hockstra

Erica and Bob Howard

Curt and Vanessa Isenbarger
Misty Jackson and Timothy Lauxmann
Lauren Lee Johnson

Audrey Johnson

Amber Kizer and Rachel Kizer
Erika Kvam and Jonathan Maj
Anne Lucietto and Richard Scheffrahn
Gerard Magliocca

Galen Martin and Marlo McCarter

Patron
Kelly and Brad Alge
Bernadette Aliprantis and Gene Terril
Lucia and Chuck Anderson
Valerie and David Bahr
Joseph and Carla Bartlett
J. Colby Bartlett
John Wells Brainard
Jan and Jerome Braun
Jeff and Karyn Burnworth
Cheryl Butcher
Sally Jean Carter
Stephen J. Clevenger
Dan E. and Suzanne M. Collins
Mary Collins
William and Dianne Combs

John Copeland and Gail Thayer- Copeland

Diana Dahl

Amy and Andy Dooley

Marsha and Chester Duda
James and Jane Frankenberger
Edward Geswein

Holden and Grace Mugford

Kurt and Jennifer Muschlitz

Janet R. Onken and Camilla Amsler
Gregory and Karissa Pettet

Mary Pugh

Tara Raber and Cameron Chambers
Chris and Mary Reck

Matt and Ellen Riebsomer

Jeffrey and Heather Risdon

Christy Robertson

Erika Roller

Benjamin L. Ross and Jason Griffith
Susan Ruggles

Roy Sanders and Tara Cassada
John and Catherine Schafer

Martin and Annie Schap
Jacqueline Schmidt Ruckman
Bryan and Candace Shaffer
Bridget and Andrew Slack

Jeremy and Laura Spann

Scott and Michelle Stembaugh
Christopher and Kimberly Stevenson
Greg and Rachel Stout

David and Rene Thompson

Ross and Shannon Tolen

Teresa and Bill Walker

James Werner

John and Erika Wickett

Huw and Tricia Williams

Rebecca S. Newhart Kincade
Ashima Krishna and Krishna Jayant
Brian Leung

Steve and Mary Martinez
Kathleen McGinnis and Tim Gennett
Ben and Maxine Miller

Ken and Jill Moder

Karen Moore

John and Jeanne Norberg
Carolyn R. O’Connell

Old Tippecanoe Quilt Guild
David and Lynda Raymer

Larry and Marianne Rose
Margaret Rowe

Rhiannon Ruch

Doug and Michelle Samuel

Nick Schenkel

John and Stephanie Scheumann
Bob and Brenda Schueler

Tim and Kathi Shriner

Pauletta V. Smith



Julie Ginn

John and Cheryl Gladden
Vince and Sherri Guido
Charles Gullion

Bob and Ellie Haan

Nina Haghighi and Tim Wright
Amy and Jon Harbor

William and Peggy Hoover
Thomas Johnson and Brooke Sauter
Kevin and Lou Ann Johnston
Stewart and Janet Kellerman

Sustaining
Steve and Kris Ames
Alan and Gail Beck
Pete and Lorita Bill
David and Julie Byers
Barrett S. Caldwell
Drew Casani
Ken C. Decker
Tarez and Eric Graban

Benefactor
Walt and Eileen Griffin
Deirdre LeMire
Andy Owen

Treasure
Geenex- Jenny Hartley
John and Debbie Thieme

Lifetime Members
Ronald and Dorothy Baker
Steve and Debbie Belter
William Blevins
Joseph and Connie Bumbleburg
Neal Houze and Cyndy Clauss
Sarah Cooke
Brent and Jan Dickson
Cecilia Gross Fowler
Priscilla Gerde
Dennis Gernhardt
Sandra Lahr
Russ and Alice Maurey
Chris McFail
John and Karen Mills

James and Elizabeth Solberg
Terry and Kathleen Stevens
Linda Swihart

Jane Turner and Carl Hager
Tom and Chris Turpin

Visit Lafayette- West Lafayette

Wabash Area Lifetime Learners Association

Michael and Marilou Warden
Martin R. Webb

Todd and Danielle White
Cheryl and Chris Wiles

Martha and Gordon Helms
Jessica Hoagland

E. Kent and Linda Moore

Richard and Betty Nelson
Carolyn Niemantsverdriet
Darrell Schulze and Diane Stott
Jeffrey and Ronda Walsh Schwab
Van and Lynne Sherry

James and Mary Jo Risk
Mayor Tony Roswarski
David and Dorothy Taylor

Purdue Federal Credit Union- Jeffery Love

Margaret Wood

Ronald Vaughan Morris
Mariellen Neudeck

Anita Newtson

Hugh and Judith Pence
James Smith

Mark and Pam Thompson
Robert and Patricia Truitt
Walter and Nancy Weirich
Alan and Joyce Welch
Mary Ann Wiebers

Joyce Wiegand

James Withers

Bill and Jan Young



